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Cannabis business
keeps coming to Eburg
BY KYLE FENTON

Staff Reporter

The marijuana business
boom is oﬃcially here, and
Washingtonians are in the thick
of it.
Entrepreneurs of all shapes
and sizes are ready to take aim,
and give a shot at this potential
billion-dollar industry.
Old McDonald’s Farm, Kittitas County’s latest marijuana
business, passed its state inspection and is now just waiting on
the county before going live
with a tier-three producer/processor.
Old McDonald’s Farm is
located on a commercial/Ag
plat of land and is allowed to
cultivate outdoor marijuana because of a conditional use permit with the county, which vested their farm before regulations
in the county were changed.
In Kittitas County, unless
your farm was grandfathered in
with a conditional use permit,
marijuana growers aren’t allowed to cultivate outdoor marijuana unless they are located
on industrially zoned land.

Old McDonald’s Farm is
managed by Tj McDonald and
his partner Zack Dekker.
BinxBuds is the brand name
of McDonald and Dekker’s processing company and it will be
the logo on the packaged product people buy from Old McDonald’s Farm.
As far as processing, McDonald said the ﬁrst year they will
package ﬂowers and make their
own joints and solvent less hash.
“Were going to make water
and ice hash,” McDonald said.
“True solvent hash [BHO and
C02] requires a lot more permits, you basically have to have
an explosion proof room that
you’re doing the processing in.”
McDonald and Dekker have
plans to expand within the industry by taking on a fertilizer
company, Simpliﬁed Nutrients,
whose key customer would be
purchasing large amounts of
nutrients to grow commercial
quantities marijuana.
“We are the opposite of every other fertilizer company, we
have three parts to our entire
line, where most lines (company’s) have ten parts,” McDonald
said.
McDonald said that Simpliﬁed Nutrients is not a complicated application compared
to many of the other fertilizer
companies out there.
“The biggest complaint we
had is overpriced nutrients, the
second complaint is the compli-
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cation,” McDonald said.
McDonald hasn’t always
wanted to be a marijuana farmer.
After McDonald graduated
Central in 2010, he quickly
purchased a building within the
city of Ellensburg. The building
eventually became know as The
Lounge, one of the state’s ﬁrst
420 friendly hookah bars. However, members weren’t always
allowed to smoke pot inside the
establishment.
“We were set up in 2011 as a
private smoking establishment,
smoking hookah six nights a
week,” McDonald said.
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Washington voted yes on recreational marijuana in 2012, at
which time McDonald started
getting a ﬂood of people into the
hookah lounge asking if it was
okay to smoke marijuana inside
the establishment.
At ﬁrst McDonald had to tell
the patrons no because smoking
marijuana in any public place
was such a foreign concept.
After about six months of
owning The Lounge, and multiple meetings with county and
city oﬃcials, McDonald ﬁgured
out that members of his hookah
lounge had the right to openly
consume marijuana inside The
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Lounge, if they were 21 years
old or over.
“Its not that you’re allowed
to do it, it’s that your not, not allowed to do it,” McDonald said.
McDonald eventually sold
The Lounge to Tawnie Shockley. She renamed it The House
of Haze, and it still functions as
a 420 friendly hookah bar.
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which
student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is twofold: to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for
students who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete,
accurate, dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public
forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large,
and to be the best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a
training program, the Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles
of journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is vital
to the decision making of the community at large. It provides a forum for students to
learn the ethics, values, and skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have
questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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A global perspective

Honors College director brings travel experience to campus

RCM posts
profit to
some, loss
to others
BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANNE CUBILIE

TRAVEL Above: Children pose in a camp for internally displaced people in Afghanistan. Below: A woman surrounded by armed people.
BY TERA STENHOUSE

Staff Reporter

Anne Cubilie’s life travels
have taken her across the globe,
from the Middle East to the political ﬁeld in Washington, D.C.
Now the director of the
Douglas Honors College (DHC),
Cubilie joined the DHC in
2013 and came to Central from
Anne Cubilie
the United Nations, where she
Director, Douglas Honors College
worked in humanitarian eﬀorts
Former U.N. worker
and development policy at their
Author, “Women Witnessing Terror”
headquarters and in the ﬁeld.
For 10 years prior to her U.N.
experiences, Cubilie taught at were very welcoming.”
Georgetown University, diving
Cubilie’s passion for helping
into the issues of gender and hu- others and creating awareness
man rights.
on issues started in elementary
Cubilie took a sabbatical from school.
Georgetown and spent a year
“I was in elementary school in
for the U.N. in Afghanistan and 4th grade, and I remember makPakistan. She also lived in Cairo ing a petition to have more qualon and oﬀ doing human rights ity food in the cafeteria,” Cubilie
research.
said. “I have always been aware
“They needed someone to of social justice issues and my
work on human rights with refu- parents were always supportive.”
gees,” CuCubilie’s
bilie
said.
family
ex“I was also
She is a force of nature. p e r i e n c e d
looking for
She knows when the winds what it was
evidence of
to have
need to be blown calmly, like
war crimes,
their counbut also when there needs try invaded
and
workto be a mighty gust.
ing especially
twice during
with womWorld War II
-Christina Denison
en.”
while living
DHC Academic and Student
While in
in
France.
Afghanistan,
Success Coordinator
Cubilie said
Cubilie colher interest
lected testiin social jusmonies from women which she tice issues came from the stories
published in her book, “Women she heard growing up.
Witnessing Terror: Testimony
“My dad experienced having
and the Cultural Politics of Hu- present living situations being
man Rights.”
unstable,” Cubilie said. “People
“These women were incred- can be abused by war, it happens
ibly generous, even though hav- across the globe.”
ing such terrible experiences,”
However, through all these
Cubilie said. “They would go out experiences, Cubilie wanted to
and get me gifts such as tea. They bring back the skills she learned

“

“

and be able to provide her knowledge to students.
“I love Central, and the students and faculty here,” Cubilie
said. “It is deﬁnitely more relaxed.”
DHC Academic and Student
Success Coordinator Christina
Denison works closely with Cubilie and met her when she came
in for the DHC director interview.
“Anne is my boss and also a
mentor to me,” Denison said.
“We have lunch together almost
every day, and she is more like
family.”
Denison described how Cubilie has taught her so much especially with her ability to interact with people, from all of her
experience at the U.N.
“She is a force of nature,”
Denison said. “She knows when
the winds need to be blown calmly, but also when there needs to
be a mighty gust. She has taught
me how to measure my words,
how to phrase them, especially
in diﬃcult conversations.”
Ryan Anderson, sophomore
musical theater major, is an oﬃce
assistant at the DHC oﬃce.
Anderson said that he met
Cubilie when he ﬁrst arrived at

Central.
“She has always acted as a
mentor to me, and not just a
boss,” Anderson said.
Anderson described how
even though Cubilie has had a
wealth of of these impressive
experiences, she treats you just
like anyone else.
“She is very approachable,
down-to-earth, and yet still professional,” Anderson said. “She
is very curious, and wants to
help people with the things that
they are also curious about.”
Anderson has learned many
life skills from Cubilie, but if he
had to narrow it down to the
most important thing that he
has gained from her, it would be
to stay true to himself.
“She has taught me that
apologizing is good, but never
apologize for being you,” Anderson said.
Anderson and Denison also
added Cubilie’s love for quirky
science ﬁction is something very
well known about her.
“She loves the old corny stuﬀ
science stuﬀ,” Denison said.
“She also just recently showed
some DHC students the South
Park movie. I would say Anne is
not judgmental in any way.”

While the College of Business has been hit particularly
hard by the Responsibility
Centered Management (RCM)
model, other departments
across campus are also feeling
its eﬀects.
Departments like biology,
chemistry, geology, music and
theatre, which conduct lab
work, ﬁeld trips and have small
class sizes are all adapting.
Though many departments
and programs face the same
general problems, ﬁguring out
ways to balance educational necessity with a tightened budget
varies across campus.
Scott Robinson, chair of the
theatre department, remains
optimistic.
“I think we’re gonna do
okay,” Robinson said. “We have
always been in an entrepreneurial model.”
Robinson said the theatre department has always had to get
by with what it has and other
departments may be hit harder.
According to documents presented by George Clark, CFO/
Vice President of business and
ﬁnancial aﬀairs, at the last faculty senate meeting, the theatre department nets a loss of
$149,126.
This is a relatively small
number in comparison to other
departments, even in the College of Arts and Humanities.
The music department,
for example, loses around
$1,074,842 a year under the
RCM model.
In both cases, this is mostly
due to the nature of the programs, which often require
small classes and high educatorstudent interaction, as opposed
to simple gross-numbers and
the allocation of funds based on
greater student-credit hours.
Additionally, the music department is one of Central’s
‘brand’ departments, as Central
is known for its music education
programs.
Robinson said that to oﬀset
losses in the theatre department
and generate greater funding
through student-credit hours,
larger general education classes
are oﬀered.
Theatre appreciation can
have up to 200 students at a
time.
The theatre department
also puts on productions to allow students to hone in on their
skills. Admission ($7 for students
and more for the general public)
helps oﬀset the expenses of put-

SEE ʻRCMʼ P. 4
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CWU offers students free tax filing help
You should file
a return if:
• You made a substantial
amount of money last year
• You have any kind of federal
withholding
• You are claimed by your
parents and made more
than $6,200

LEXIE PROCTOR/OBSERVER

TAX DAY Students and members of the community can take advantage of Central’s free tax program.
Staff Reporter

It’s tax season once again and
Central is oﬀering a free tax preparation program for students.
Marv Bouillon, chair of the
accounting department, said
the program was started several
years ago. The program was absent for a while when Beta Alpha
Psi advisor, Margaret Smith took
over the last two years as site coordinator.
“This year Margaret couldn’t
do it, so I stepped in, and I have
Josie [Wright] as my [graduate]
assistant and she has been very
willing to be a site coordinator,”
Bouillon said.
Wright, accounting graduate
student, is involved for two reasons: she is the graduate assistant
for the accounting department
and the president of Beta Alpha
Psi (accounting and ﬁnance honor society), which is the club that
is cosponsoring the program.
“During this quarter, this has
kind of been my project. So, I’m
pretty much running the program and Marv, since he has the
license, kind of oversees all that,”
Wright said.

This free tax preparation is
“I was a student that wanted
not only for students, but for the to get involved and get expericommunity as well.
ence in the ﬁeld that I am going
“We are for low-income and into, along with giving back to
the elderly,” Wright said.
the community that I have been
Bouillon said it has been a part of while going to school
tough trying to get the informa- here,” Chavez said.
tion out and trying to ﬁnd the
A lot of the advertised tax
right avenues.
preparation help that is seen
“The information has been around Ellensburg is H&R Block
getting out a lot better this year and TurboTax. H&R Block
than the last
charges
couple
of
people
to
years,” Bouilhelp
them
There is a refund for
lon
said.
omplete
the
education
credit for up ctheir
“The general
taxes.
to $1,000, but it’s income Tu r b o Ta x
public more
based and a lot of students is computer
than likely
notices
us
don’t have the income to software with
more than
support that level for the allows users
students.”
to do their
refund.
The proown taxes by
-Rose Mary Salter
gram
has
ﬁlling in the
about
25
blanks, but
H&R Block tax specialist
people who
isn’t always
have
gone
accurate.
through certiﬁcation at the ad“I’ve actually had people
vanced level. There are a few come in that have done Turstudents who were involved in boTax and have done H&R
the program last year who have Block and there have been difreturned to help out this year.
ferent numbers for their refund,
Johnathan Chavez, account- and we have found the right
ing graduate student, is one of number for them,” Wright said.
the returning students.
The tax preparers in Cen-

“

“

BY FELICIA KOPPERDAHL

tral’s program have extensive
training throughout the month
of January. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) provided all
the necessary training materials. An IRS representative also
meets with the site coordinators
weekly to answer any questions
or concerns.
Rose Mary Salter, H&R
Block tax specialist, said fulltime students who pay tuition
out-of-pocket and are not a
dependent of their parents can
get more money back on top of
their tax return.
“There is a refund for the education credit for up to $1,000,
but it’s income based and a lot
of students don’t have the income to support that level for
the refund,” Salter said.
There are situations, however, where students don’t need
to ﬁle their taxes.
There are some tax returns
that this program is not allowed
to touch due to guidelines from
the IRS.
Wright ﬁnds this free tax
preparation to be beneﬁcial to
everyone.
Currently, the program has
ﬁnished about 50 individuals’
tax returns.
“If we do 150 tax returns,
that will be pretty good because
that means we did twice what
we did last year,” Bouillon said.
Chavez said helping the students and the community understand how to do their taxes
makes what he does a little more
rewarding.
“I think the more people that
take advantage of it, the more
likely we are going to continue
to do this service in the future,”
Bouillon said. “I would like to
see more students stop by and
have us work on their tax return.”

RCM, FROM P. 3
ting on a show.
Robinson said a subvention
or grants for the arts would help
greatly, as would a more nuanced look into why certain departments are more costly than
others.
Departments in the College
of the Sciences have also taken a hit. Biology and geology
are in the red $1,129,233 and
$844,964, respectively.
According to Carey Gazis,
geology chair, costs for her department are manifested in different forms such as ﬁeld trips
and lab work, which are required for geology. Labs, in particular, have a limited amount
of space and relatively small
numbers of students participating at one time.
Once again, this is reﬂected
in lower student-credit hours,
and consequently larger overall
budget losses.
“There’s some things that
are expensive, like ﬁeld trips
or lab time, that we’re not just
going to do away with,” Gazis
said.
Gazis also said that her
department receives federal
grants, but that she doesn’t see
it reﬂected in the RCM.
Another problem for Gazis
is that inter-disciplinary courses
are not counted towards her department if the courses have a
diﬀerent departments’ course
preﬁxes.
Under the RCM model,
even if faculty from her department are involved in studentcredit teaching hours, it may
not be reﬂected in the budget.
It is a reminder that while
some departments are having to
cut back, others are doing very
well.
With summer revenues included, the College of Education and Professional Studies
nets a surplus of $2,169,582.
The College of the Sciences
nets $1,267,269, and the College of Arts and Humanities is
in the black by $50,904.

Biology dept: -$1,129,000
Music dept: -$1,074,000
Geology dept: -$844,000
Theatre dept: -$149,000

CWU’s student-run Online
interactive lifestyle magazine.
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Cle Elum quake felt regionally
students also took to social media
to express their shocked reactions.
Around 1 a.m. on Feb. 18, a
“It was only a couple of sec4.3 magnitude earthquake sur- onds, but I was freaking out.
prised residents across central That was my ﬁrst earthquake,”
Washington. Fortunately, the Estes said. “I texted my mom and
earthquake didn’t cause any my roommates. I couldn’t even
damage.
sleep after. I was so freaked out.”
Katie Estes, sophomore elGeology professor, Walter
ementary education major, said Szelgia, said it was a big deal that
that she was just about to fall this earthquake occurred.
asleep when
“I believe
she suddenly
the last time
felt shaking
My leg started shak- there was an
and noticed
ing...the scariest part is I earthquake
the
room
large in
could hear the wood in the this
swaying.
Ellensburg
walls cracking, I thought was 1981,”
“My leg
the ceiling was gonna fall Szelgia said.
started shakon me.
ing, and then
SpecialI looked out
izing
in
-Katie Estes
the window
seismolog
y,
Sophomore elementary ed. major
and the street
Szelgia works
lights turned
very closely
on and oﬀ,
with the Paand some of the nail polish on ciﬁc Northwest Geodetic Array
my desk had moved,” Estes said. (PANGA) Geodesy Laboratory
“The scariest part is I could hear at Central.
the wood in the walls cracking,
“Our focus is on geodesy,”
I thought the ceiling was gonna Szelgia said about the PANGA
fall on me.”
system. “We measure the dyEstes said she had to go on namic of how the earth moves.”
Twitter right after to see if what
Szelgia said PANGA uses seisshe just experienced was actually mographs to measure the movean earthquake. Multiple Central ment of the ground when an

BY SIMONE CORBETT

Other Notable Wash.
Earthquakes

Staff Reporter

“

“

- Nisqually:
6.8 magnitude, Feb. 28, 2001
- Duvall:
5.4 magnitude, May 3, 1996
- Mt. St. Helens Eruption:
13 quakes 5.0-5.7 magnitude
April-May, 1980

earthquake occurs. With a magnitude of 4.3, the dynamic of
this particular earthquake could
not be measured because the
shaking wasn’t abrupt enough for
the seismographs to receive.
According to PANGA.org, the

SOURCE: US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

geodesy lab uses global positioning system (GPS) to observe high
precision geodetic measurements
such as the crustal deformation
and plate tectonic movements
that occur during earthquakes.
The geodesy lab provides a re-

al-time evaluation of publicly
shared GPS data from around
the Paciﬁc Northwest.
While the PANGA system
measures the movement of the
ground, Szelgia said that the Paciﬁc Northwest Seismic Network
(PNSN), located at University of
Washington in Seattle, measures
the precise shaking of the ground
during an earthquake. PNSN.org
is where anyone can ﬁnd immediate data on earthquakes in the
Northwest. PNSN data includes
a break-down of the distance of
a particular earthquake in comparison to its initial geographical location. PNSN also reports
waveform results that illustrate
the amount of shake an earthquake caused according to seismograph readings.

OPINION
Will the punishment fit the crime?
The Observer • March 5 - 11, 2015

Editor-in-Chief//Adam Wilson

cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

BY ZACH HARRIS/COPY EDITOR

Pasco, Wash. has recently
been surrounded by controversy.
On Feb. 10, the Pasco community suﬀered the death of Antonio
Zambrano-Montes, when three
Pasco police oﬃcers opened ﬁre
on the unarmed Mexico native.
All three oﬃcers shot ZambranoMontes, a 35-year-old orchard
worker.
This incident was captured on
a camera phone by a person sitting in midday traﬃc. As many
as 17 shots were ﬁred, with ﬁve
to eight shots hitting ZambranoMontes, in front of several lanes
of drivers stuck in traﬃc.
The fact that all three of the
oﬃcers ﬁred simultaneously in
front of so many witnesses seems
unfathomable. Is this part of the
culture within law enforcement?
The Pasco shooting tells me that
there is a “quick trigger” attitude
going around. Zambrano-Montes’ death also tells me that these
cops may feel protected by the

law, to the extent that they take
life-threatening action before
considering alternative options.
By protection, I don’t mean
the “protect and serve” oath they
swear on, I mean an invincible,
“God complex” smugness that
puts them above the law in their
own heads.
For example, it sometimes
seems like police oﬃcers have
ulterior motives – that they are
in an arms race to hand out the
most tickets to meet their quota.
Is it a commissionable honor
when a Kittitas County newspaper publishes an annual list of
oﬃcers with the most tickets and
DUIs given? Or is it just a printed warning of which oﬃcers to
avoid?
The video shows ZambranoMontes walking away from the
oﬃcers after throwing rocks at
them. When he looks behind
to see the oﬃcers in pursuit, he
begins to run, but very quickly
stretches his arms above his head
to indicate that he is not a threat
to the oﬃcer’s safety. After Zambrano-Montes turned around,
the oﬃcers set their feet and shot
him in the chest.
It is common to ﬁnd illegal
immigrants working in the TriCities, which helps to explain

why Zambrano-Montes ﬁrst the full coronary report is ongosought to ﬂee from the cops. But ing and could take several more
why are these oﬃcers shooting weeks to be released. Whether ofan unarmed man in the chest? Is ﬁcers started ﬁring at Zambranothat part of police policy, to shoot Montes while his back was facing
to kill?
them remains unclear. PrelimiIf so, there needs to be a new nary reports said that there were
policy. If oﬃcers are trained to no entry wounds on the back of
handle and aim a ﬁrearm, why Zambrano-Montes’ body, but
not
shoot
there
has
the supposed
since been
assailant in
evidence to
the leg or an
Is this part of the cul- suggest two
equally less
hit
ture within law enforce- shots
lethal area of
Zambranoment? The Pasco shooting Montes from
the body?
tells me that there is a behind.
In recent
“quick trigger” attitude gomonths, the
The pubing around.
Seattle Police
licity
surDepartment
rounding
trained ofthe shooting
ﬁcers to use
has revealed
their words before their weapons Zambrano-Montes’ blemished
when dealing with combative record. He may have had a histosuspects and angry victims.
ry with drugs, assault and mental
According to MYNorthwest. instability. Nonetheless, as a viccom, this is part of their de-es- tim, he left two teenage daughcalation tactic: “Learning how ters behind.
to talk to people is an important
There has already been fallpart of the department’s train- out from the Pasco shooting.
ing curriculum, especially after There have been organized rala federal investigation found that lies protesting police brutality.
Seattle police had a pattern of The incident is now under fedresorting to force too quickly.”
eral investigation, although local
A lot of controversy sur- oﬃcials have said there is nothing
rounds the Pasco shooting–as they are trying to cover up.

“

“
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In the months to come, the
Pasco shooting may garner more
national media attention as Benjamin Crump, the attorney who
represented the families of Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown
in their controversial court cases,
will represent the ZambranoMontes family. The fact that a
grand jury elected against taking Brown’s case to trial, based
on circumstantial evidence or
weak arguments from the U.S.
prosecuting attorney, is astonishing and forces me to question my
faith in the judicial system, too.
In Ellensburg, I mentioned
the Pasco shooting to a coworker and got a strange response:
“Why was he throwing rocks at
the cops?” The question sounds
more defensive than curious. I
can’t articulate an answer as I
ﬁnd myself in disbelief at how
often this “blame the victim”
mentality arises to justify tragedy.
Hopefully, what results from
the Pasco shooting is a shift in
police behavior. I think oﬃcers should be reprimanded for
their actions. With so many eyes
watching police departments
nowadays, vigilance goes both
ways and an important question
that begs asking is “Will the punishment ﬁt the crime?”

The Trek to the hospital bed
BY ANNA KESSNER/COPY EDITOR

Last Friday, Trekkies all over
the world shed a collective tear.
Leonard Nimoy, who played
Spock on the “Star Trek: The
Original Series” at the age of 83.
The beloved half-Vulcan was
cast in the series that started in
the mid-1960s and ran for three
seasons. Nimoy was also in multiple “Star Trek” movies following the series, including the two
reboot ﬁlms that premiered in
2009 and 2013.
According to an article in the
New York Times, his wife, Susan
Nimoy, conﬁrmed that his death
was caused by the ending stages
of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Smoking
is the leading cause of this disease, while secondhand smoke,
air pollution, occupational hazards and exposures may also lead
to COPD. In 2010, COPD was
said to be the third-leading cause
of death of Americans, taking
around 130,000 lives.
I heard about Nimoy’s death
on Facebook (naturally), but I
knew that I should expect a call
from my dad as well. He was a
devout Trekkie; he had always
been a fan of Star Trek and
owned every single copy of each
show, movie and soundtrack.
My dad also suﬀers from
COPD. Like Nimoy, my dad

has been smoking cigarettes
for decades. Unlike Nimoy, my
dad hasn’t quit. Nimoy stopped
smoking about 30 years ago, yet
quitting does not stop the disease.
My dad was diagnosed about
four years ago, and yet he still
smokes around a pack and a
half of cigarettes a day. To say
cigarette smoking is an addiction
would be an understatement. He
has tried every method there is to
quit, but he simply cannot break
the habit. He picked up his ﬁrst
cigarette when he was 14.
Over the past three years, my
father has been in and out of the
hospital three times. The ﬁrst
time was on Christmas Eve of
2012, and he did not come home
until a week later. Yup, I got the
distinct pleasure of spending that
Christmas in the hospital. The
ﬂuorescent lights were not exactly what my family was picturing
as a white Christmas.
When I see people smoking
around campus, I cannot help
but feel a little sorry for them.
I have seen ﬁrst-hand what the
road to smoking can lead to.
I have friends who get antsy
and irritable when they are craving nicotine, just like my dad. I
cringe at the thought of them
ending up like my dad—dependent on an oxygen machine and
taking medication after medication.
But I do not think that people
think about the consequences of
smoking. They don’t think long
term. They don’t think about
how their health and well-being
will be aﬀected. They don’t think
about how others around them
will be aﬀected.

Last year, doctors told my dad
he only has 50 percent of his lung
capacity left. He gets winded just
walking out to our mailbox.
It makes me sad to see my dad
slowing deteriorating in front of
me, and it makes me frustrated
that I see more and more people
nowadays lighting up a cigarette.
I’m all for free will and all, but
consider what exactly you’re doing to your body before you stick
something in your mouth.
Before you get to the point
where you’re dependent on a
cigarette, look up the facts at
what smoking can lead to. Go
to http://therealcost.betobaccofree.hhs.gov and see what tobacco can do to your body. Trust
me, it’s not pretty.
Let’s all try to stay healthy, so
we can live long and prosper.

LEONARD NIMOY

Observed: my takeaway from the paper

BY SPENCER HANSEN/ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

All good things have to come
to an end…isn’t that how the
saying goes? Well, that is most
certainly the case here. This is
my ﬁnal hoo-rah as part of The
Observer staﬀ as I won’t be an
editor in the spring and I’ll be
graduating with my Bachelors
degree in broadcast journalism.
Working with the people I
have had the opportunity to

work with on a daily basis has
been a blessing as well as a great
learning experience.
I probably won’t miss long
nights in the newsroom making
revisions and designing pages,
but the experience I gathered
and the relationships I developed with people, will not be
forgotten.
Not only has working for the
paper enhanced my ability to
develop workplace relationships
and friendships, but it also has
been invaluable in my desire to
become a better leader and a
better reporter.
I never thought I’d learn
more about reporting or taking
an angle to a story from being

an editor than a reporter.
My two biggest takeaways
from this experience are that I
had a great opportunity to diversify my skills; by trade I’m a
broadcast student, but this experience presented me skills in the
print realm. In addition, being
an editor has been a great avenue for improving my writing
skills and becoming more aware
of community events and happenings.
In my time as a reporter and
editor for The Observer I believe I have gained the skills necessary to graduate with a great
knowledge of the ﬁeld and the
tools essential to succeeding in
the professional world.
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Talent show receives big cheers

BY NICK OLIVER

Staff Reporter

On March 2 the Black Student Union (BSU) and the Center for Diversity and Social Justice (CDSJ), co-hosted Showtime
at the McConnell, a talent show
in honor of “Showtime at the
Apollo” where the winner would
win $500.
“The show comes from
‘Showtime at the Apollo,’ but we
encourage everybody to come
and be an ally and to see what
BSU is all about,” said Danyel
Roberts, vice president of BSU.
Each contestant had 30 seconds on the stage to perform,
and then it was up to the crowd
to judge the performances. If
they liked them, they could cheer
the performance on and if they
didn’t, they could boo the act oﬀ
of the stage.
The original host of “Showtime at the Apollo,” which ran
from the late 1980’s
to 2008, was
famed king of
comedy Steve
Harvey. At Cen-

tral, the role was taken by Josias Jean-Pierre, who grew up in
the Sea-Tac area and transferred
from Seattle Paciﬁc University to
Ivy League powerhouse Princeton University.
“Showtime at the Apollo”
also featured a young lady named
Kiki Shepard, who would let the
crowd know when the 30 second
mark had arrived.
Another cast member, Howard Sims, was known as “The
Sand Man.” It was his job to literally sweep the booed acts oﬀ of
the stage with his broom.
Students from Central’s BSU
played these roles throughout the
show.
The show started out with
host Jean-Pierre coming out
and attempting to pump up the
crowd, though he would elicit
more heckling
than cheering
throughout
the show.
The ﬁrst

three performers were booed oﬀstage almost immediately as the
thirty second mark hit.
Jacob Hollingsworth, a student at Central, received boos
almost as soon as he stepped
foot on stage. After a few poorly
placed jokes about women, the
energy in the crowd went from
displeased to almost on the verge
of violence. He received another
try and the result was the same.
Things were going downhill
fast. Only 20 minutes in and
three acts were already emphatically booed oﬀstage.
A girl named Rose stepped
on stage with guitar in hand and
harmonica around her neck, and
at ﬁrst glance, the performance
seemed doomed.
Audience members yelled
out “Yo! You better not play that
Bob Dylan music!”
Rose went on to perform a
beautiful cover of Darius Ruckers’ “Wagon Wheel.” She performed the song beautifully and
ended up being one of the better
acts of the night.
The night went on with act
after act getting booed oﬀ the
stage and various failed at-

tempts by Jean-Pierre to get the
crowd involved positively. Eventually, “Boo! Can we get a new
host?” elicited cheers from the
crowd.
Though things weren’t going
well for the acts and the host,
there were a few diamonds in the
rough.
A few other positive performances worth noting were
singer Magenta and recorder
player Grant. Magenta sang the
George Gershwin classic “Summer Time” from Porgy and Bess.
“I used to sing my nephew to
sleep with that song, but I wasn’t
sure what I
was going to
sing
tonight,”
Magenta
said.
Grant
came out

on stage with what looked like a
guitar case, only to pull out a recorder,. He then played along to
Taylor Swift’s “Blank Space” and
received arguably the best crowd
response of the whole night.
The ﬁnal two acts of the night
ended up being the runner up
and the winner of the event, respectively.
Isaiah Conner performed
last and received second place.
He gave a performance on his
drum set that was nothing short
of amazing.
“I had an idea of what I wanted to do, I just went out here and
did it,” Conner said. “Enjoy
what you do and do it for you.”
The winner of the event and
the $500 prize was Armando
Ortiz who performed a spoken
word poem that artistically explored issues such as gangs, racism and police brutality.
In his poem Ortiz said “We as
colored people can be examples
of what Cesar Chavez and Dr.
King wanted us to see.”
In response to winning the
event, Ortiz said “I didn’t expect
it. I thought Issiah was better.”

TAYLER SHAINDLIN/OBSERVER

Review: ‘Focus’
BY MORGAN GREEN

Staff Reporter

New to theaters this past
weekend was Will Smith’s newest
movie, “Focus.”
The crime comedy follows
conman Nicky (Will Smith) as
he teaches a new apprentice, Jess
(Margot Robbie), the ropes to
modern pit pocketing.
“Focus” is reminiscent of the
Ocean’s franchise, with the similar “band of thieves” plot line
and outrageous locations. The
similarities end there though.
The thieves in “Focus” stick
to the small stuﬀ, like wallets,
watches and credit cards.
After watching this movie, any
person could feel like they have
the chance to be a thief or have
something taken from them.
“Focus” had great sexual tension. Nicky’s on screen ﬂame,
Jess, was a perfect representation
of a femme fatale.
While easily manipulated
in the beginning, her character
turns over a new leaf and turns

into the woman she wants to be.
“Focus” creates a new breed
of conman, the intellectual thief.
Nicky routinely pulls oﬀ heists
by using brain conditioning to
trick targets into a false sense of
security. The viewer is given information about visual clues and
how those can be used to predict
future behavior.
However, the movie switches paces too quickly as it goes
through too many twists and
turns. In the end, the viewer feels
like they are going through emotional whiplash.
The ending ultimately is
vague and leaves the viewer confused as to what actually happened.
The plot line tries to create a
subtle foreshadowing, but instead
the movie ends predictably.
“Focus” was edited very well.
and one of the unique editing
elements are the pit pocketing
scenes.
These scenes involve intricate
angles and vantage points that
leave the viewer with a more

WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT INC.

inside look into how the thieves
operate.
“Focus” is also visually interesting to watch and features impressive lighting. The movie uses
a lot of bright primary colors
that bring each location to life.
The bright colors create a
false sense of security for the

soon to be victims.
The music was well done, not
only does it help with the pacing
of the movie, but it sets the mood
of the movie as well.
The costuming for “Focus”
creates another layer of character development. In the beginning, Smith’s character is dressed

for power, but as he reaches his
humbling moment, his clothing
changes to reﬂect his new status.
As a whole, Will Smith could
have chosen a better movie to tie
his name to.
“Focus” is Rated R for language, some sexual content and
brief violence.
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The impact of ʻThe Hunger Gamesʼ
Popularity of books and films helps other dystopian YA novels get noticed
BY SHANAI BEMIS

Staff Reporter

“

“

As the series progresses, audiences see her try and take a more
active role in deciding her future.
“Katniss has a broad appeal, not because her character
is compromised or reduced, but
because she is a fully realized,
complex woman,” Johnson said.
“I think she’s deﬁnitely worthy
of the attention audiences have
given her as a feminist icon.”
Other characters within the
series present feminist ideals as
well.
“In order for characters like
Katniss to exist, there has to be
a support structure. In the narrative sense, we have supporting
characters,” Johnson said. “The
characters that somehow support [Katniss] or somehow challenge her, I think they allow her
to maintain her status as a strong
female lead.”

The Maze Runner
published, 2009

2008

2009

The Hunger Games

Catching Fire

published, 2008

11.7 million sold

2014

Date: Fri. 20, Nov. 2015

Insurgent
Date: Fri. 20, March 2015

Maze Runner: The
Scorch Trials
SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT

published, 2010

Divergent

The Death Cure

published, 2011

2010

published, 2011

2011

Mockingjay

published, 2010
4.3 million copies
of entire trilogy sold

Hype for The Hunger
Games film
drives trilogy sales
to 9.2 million

Mockingjay pt. 1

The Maze Runner

premiered 2014

premiered 2014

Over $54 million
box office weekend

Over $121 million
box office weekend

Over $32.5 million
box office weekend

Divergent

“

The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay - Part 2

The Scorch Trials

published, 2009

LIONS GATE ENTERTAINMENT INC.

“I enjoyed Peeta in the ﬁrst decade, and couldn’t get it made
ﬁlm, in particular, as an inter- until Hunger Games,” Ranniger
esting representation of a male said. “It’s all over the place now.”
character, in the sense of he was
Ranniger also cited Diverwell drawn and complex and
gent and The
was not the
Maze Runstereotypical
ner as other
male,” JohnDystopian fiction is e x a m p l e s
son said.
nothing new. But [The Hun- of ﬁlms that
Johnny
not have
ger Games] has just made it may
R a n n i g e r,
been made
popular again.
vice
presiif not for the
dent of the
popularity of
-Jeff Harman
Motion PicThe Hunger
ture
Club
Senior in film and video studies
Games. Jeﬀ
and senior
Harman, seﬁlm producnior ﬁlm and
tion major, said The Hunger video studies major and memGames series has also lead to a ber of the Motion Picture Club,
resurge in popularity for dysto- agreed.
pian books and movies.
“Dystopian ﬁction is nothing
“If you think about Jeﬀ Bridg- new,” Harman said. “But [The
es, for example, he’s been trying Hunger Games] has just made it
to make The Giver for the past popular again.”

“

Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer
Lawrence) is not your typical
young adult ﬁction heroine. Instead of worrying about what
to say to her crush, she just tries
not to say anything to get herself
killed.
Instead of nightmares about
forgetting to do her homework,
Katniss relives the brutal slaughter of the arena.
Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger
Games trilogy, now a four part
movie series, deﬁes the norm for
female protagonists in the young
adult genre.
Melissa Johnson, senior lecturer for English and also ﬁlm
and video studies, said that while
there are exceptions, there is a
consistent thread in young adult
ﬁction of female protagonists and more interesting,” Johnson
whose sole identity is linked di- said.
The extreme success of all
rectly to her romantic relationthree of the books, having sold
ships.
“I’m not a huge fan of young more than 65 million copies acadult ﬁlms or novels; they tend to cording to the Scholastic website,
veer into melodrama and are too and the ﬁlms, having made over
$1
billion
preoccupied
collectively
with young
romance,”
In a very practical a c c o r d i n g
Johnson said.
boxoﬃcsense, the films made a to
Jo h n s o n
emojo.com,
lot of money. There’s this has also led
described
idea that films with strong to a rise in
typical
female leads
female leads don’t make the popularin
young
money.
ity for strong
adult ﬁction
female leads
as “waiﬁsh,”
in the genre,
-Melissa Johnson
“submissive,”
Johnson said.
and
“fully
Lecturer English and f/vs studies
“In
a
immersed in
very practiﬁnding purcal
sense,
pose within romantic pursuits.”
the ﬁlms made a lot of money,”
The fact that these sorts of
Johnson said. “There’s this idea
female leads have become so perthat ﬁlms with strong female
vasive within the genre should
leads don’t make money.”
be alarming, Johnson said. For
But The Hunger Games
young girls, reading ﬁction with
proved
that theory wrong, Johnfemale characters whom are reson
said,
and helped continue a
duced to only having value if
conversation
about the money
they can obtain love can be dammaking prowess of female leads
aging psychologically.
Meanwhile, The Hunger in Hollywood at large.
“That conversation didn’t beGames oﬀers a complex and
gin
with The Hunger Games, but
well-rounded female lead whose
worth remains the same, re- it deﬁnitely became an inciting
gardless of whether she chooses moment,” Johnson said. “It rePeeta, (Josh Hutcherson) Gale ally became this sort of lightning
(Liam Hemsworth) or disregards rod.”
As a character, Johnson said
romantic love entirely.
“It’s a departure for a lot of Katniss has strength, both physiyoung adult narratives; it makes cally and emotionally, but she is
it more unique, more complex also allowed to be vulnerable.

premiered 2014

Insurgent

published, 2012

Date: Fri. 18, Sept. 2015
Allegiant

published, 2013
Combined trilogy sold
over 6.7 mil. copies

2012

2013

The Hunger Games

Catching Fire

Over $15 million
box office weekend

Over $158 million
box office weekend

premiered 2012

2015
Insurgent
planned release
March 2015

Mockingjay pt. 2
planned release
Nov. 2015

premiered 2013

The Scorch Trials
planned release
Sept. 2015
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Feminists fight negative connotation
Staff Reporter

The “‘F’ word,” which, contrary to popular belief means
feminism, is not a new issue for
the team at the Center for Diversity and Social Justice (CDSJ), but
their SURC 253-originated campaign “Take Back the ‘F’ Word”
is still rather fresh and has big aspirations of being an inspiration.
The CDSJ started getting the ‘F’
word out there last quarter with
informative posters across campus and has now begun tabling.
In late February, members of
both CDSJ and the Central Fem-

inist Club set up a table complete
with a trivia wheel, facts about
current forms of inequality and
F-emblazoned buttons designed
by the graphic designers at the
CDSJ.
Senior graphic design major,
Lex Leighty, believes awareness
of the feminist cause is especially
crucial on college campuses.
“I think it’s important [for
college students to talk about
feminism], because I feel like our
generation, we’re getting into
the point where we’re becoming leaders in society and we really need to lead by example,”
Leighty said.

Taylor Boteilho, sophomore
specialized studies in global affairs major, also says she thinks
college is a prime time to address
issues like the stigma of the ‘F’
word.
“It is true that when you’re
in college and you’re in classes
you’re learning new things and
your brain is really active and
you’re with a lot of diﬀerent
peers you wouldn’t have met
anywhere else,” Botheilo said.
“It’s a really special community,
a college campus is, and there’s a
lot of power to change. Students
have a lot more power than they
know.”

LEXIE PROCTOR/OBSERVER

FEMINISM The Center for Diversity and Social Justice tabled in the SURC for the “Take Back the ‘F’’

Some people, like Jose Her- programmer Casie McCoskeys
nandez, senior law and justice the “Take Back the ‘F’ Word,”
and sociology major, don’t ﬁgure campaign is about making femiout that what they’ve been writ- nism accessible to people. Femiing oﬀ as just
nism is not
general social
solely about
justice beliefs
issues of genis feminism
I think it’s important der, but can
until
they
[for college students to e n c o m p a s s
get into the
of race
talk about feminism], be- issues
world
of
and sexuality.
cause I feel like our genera- This incluhigher edution, we’re getting into the sive aspect
cation.
point where we’re becom- of feminism
“When
I found out
is
referred
ing leaders in society [...].
what femito as “internism really
sectional-Lex Leighty
stood for I
ity” within
Senior graphic design major
said
‘wow,
the feminist
I’ve been a
movement.
feminist [for]
The idea
a very long, I didn’t know this that a woman’s race, not only her
because of the negative connota- gender, would aﬀect her pay is an
tion that comes with that word.’ example of intersectionality.
So I guess I was a feminist and I
“They’re not seeing that
didn’t know it.”
there’s more that comes together
Similarly, Feminist Club facul- in the idea of a feminist than just
ty advisor and assistant professor their gender,” Leighty said.
of sociology, Dr. Pam McMullinJosh Osborn, CDSJ oﬃce
Messier, said in an email that she aide, Feminist Club senator and
didn’t actually identify herself as senior sociology and political scia feminist until she was in grad ence major, sees importance not
school.
only in explaining what issues fall
“Taking back the F-word is under the feminism umbrella,
just one step towards empower- but in dissuading the stigma asment and self-actualization and sociated with the ‘F’ word.
realizing that it can mean many
“Feminism is about more
things in terms of diversity and than simply taking from men to
inclusivity for a variety of ex- give to women,” Osborn said. “If
periences and opportunities; anything Take Back the ‘F’ Word
feminism doesn’t mean the same is meant to be a transitional prothing for everyone nor should we gram to help us look towards the
expect it to be a one size ﬁts all future of feminism and how femperspective,” McMullin-Messier inists can adapt in order to meet
said.
the demands of society in a postAccording to CDSJ student modern age.”

“

“

BY BRITTANY ALLEN

Presenter shows math in movies
BY MIKAILA WILKERSON

Staff Reporter

Dr. Michael Dorﬀ’s presentation, “Movies and Math: the
Past, Present and the Future,”
discussed last Friday how math
has made an impact on recent
animated ﬁlms.
“Michael is one of the most
requested math speakers in the
country,” said Dominic Klyve,
associate director of the William
O. Douglas Honors College and
associate professor of mathematics. “He gives several dozen math
talks a year all over the United
States. So having him here is actually a big coup for Central.”
Dr. Dorﬀ wanted students to
see, through this presentation,
that math is much more than
just adding numbers together,
but that math has a lot of diﬀerent components to it that make it
more fun to use.
“It’s cool, too, because if you
think ‘of course the most recent
computer generated movies look
cooler than the ones ﬁve or eight
years ago’, most people would
probably say the reason is computers are now faster,” Klyve
said. “But that’s only a really
small part of it. Also, the math is

much more developed now.”
Disney’s “Frozen” is a movie Dorﬀ spoke of where math
played a major role in the development of the ﬁlm.
Math equations were used to
create the diﬀerent types of snow
that are displayed in the movie
such as dry snow, powdered snow
and chunky snow. The types of
math that went into making this
happen are topology, linear algebra, multivariable calculus and
more.
“[It’s] never been done before
in movies. It was just a great technique that they did.” Dorﬀ said.
According to Dorﬀ, creating
water ﬂow in movies and being
able to make characters move
quickly was something that was
simply too expensive to do in
the past. But there was a breakthrough which allowed for the
creation of water ﬂow in animated movies and for characters to
move quicker.
“They’re creating new math
in order to solve these problems,”
Dorﬀ said.
Other examples of math in
movies that Dorﬀ referenced
were “Star Wars The Empire
Strikes Back,” “The Incredibles”
and “Brave.” In using a method
called the “cage method,” an

DAKOTA JOHNSON/OBSERVER

MOVIE MAGIC Dr. Michael Dorff talked about the role math algorithms play in popular movie development.

animated character could be
put into a type of virtual “cage”
where the character’s arms or
legs could be able to be moved
through mathematical equations.
Dash, a character from “The Incredibles,” was able to make his
arms and legs move this way.
With Disney’s “Brave,” Dorﬀ
said that mathematical equations
went into giving Merida’s hair
the ability to move.

“I thought it was really cool
to see all the movie animations
and think about how math made
them happen,” Jean Marie Linhart, math faculty member, said.
Many mathematical equations went into making the animated head of Yoda from “Star
Wars” able to move through a
method known as “matrix multiplication,” Dorﬀ said. In “The
Empire Strikes Back,” Yoda was

just a puppet. But in the newer
“Star Wars” movies that were released, Yoda was made through
animation.
Dorﬀ urged people to think
about how they can use math to
make something better.
“It’s insightful to see the math
behind the animation of movies,” Kirsten Langdale, a chemistry sophomore who attended
Dorﬀ’s presentation, said.
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Anime club offers fun group viewings
BY SHANAI BEMIS

Staff Reporter

Tuesday nights for the Namakemono Anime Club mean
catching up on the latest industry
news, spending time with their
fellow club members, and of
course, watching anime.
According the Eric Greenwood, senior history major and
current president, the club had
modest beginnings in the early
2000’s.
“It was just a small group of
people who liked anime starting
the club just as a means to show
oﬀ what was popular,” Greenwood said.
Greenwood said he started attending around 2005 oﬀ and on
and then took over as president
in Fall 2014. Since then, one of
the largest changes he’s made is
adding an introductions section
into every club meeting.
“We try to bribe random
members to come down and introduce themselves because, in
the past, people just showed up
to club and watched anime and
nobody got to know anybody,”
Greenwood said. “My cabinet
and I have decided to do introductions to try and break the ice
and get people involved.”
Typically, news and introduc-

tions last until anywhere from
6:15 p.m. to 7 p.m., and then the
lights dim for the ﬁrst of several
episodes of whatever anime the
club is watching that week. Meetings end around 10 p.m.
Greenwood, who has given
talks about the educational uses
of anime, said that trying to explain anime to people who don’t
watch it can be diﬃcult.
“Multi-genre animation that
is typically made in Japan, if you
want to get technical,” Greenwood said.
People often try to explain it
as ‘Japanese cartoons,’ Greenwood said, but he doesn’t think
that really oﬀers a complete or
accurate description.
“There’s no real easy way to
deﬁne anime, no real easy answer,” Greenwood said.
In deciding what they show,
the anime club uses a democratic
process wherein everyone gets
to vote on which anime will be
shown that quarter. They tend
to stay away from mainstream
favorites, like “Naruto” or “One
Piece,” and they actually have a
rule against showing anything
that airs on Adult Swim’s Toonami block.
“We don’t want to compete,
since it’s on T.V. and pretty accessible, especially in college

Namakemono Anime
Club Meetings
Time: Every Tues. at 6 p.m.
Place: Black Hall 152

dorms,” Greenwood said.
Instead, they watch shows like
“Samurai Champloo,” “Ouran
High School Host Club,” and
“Monthly Girls’ Nozaki-kun.”
Additionally, they stick to shows
with 13-24 episodes in order to
ﬁnish them in one quarter.
The club also has rules about
how they obtain the anime they
show. DVDs or Blu-rays are always the best, but streaming services like Netﬂix and Crunchyrole (a service similar to Netﬂix
but speciﬁc to anime) are also
used.
“Sometimes we have to resort to torrents because the show
is just so obscure it’ll never get
picked up,” Greenwood said.
“But if it gets licensed in America they stop showing it in order
to keep from breaking copyright
laws.”
For club members who can-

KAYLEE BIALOZOR/OBSERVER

WATCH AND ENJOY Anime club meets weekly to watch anime.

not aﬀord to pay to watch anime
themselves, the club is an ideal
way to get their ﬁx with the added bonus of a social setting where
they can discuss it with people
who have similar interests.
Caitlyn Anderson, junior history major, said she enjoys the
opportunity to get out of the
dorms and talk to others about
anime.
“Normally I’m not very social,” Anderson said.
Jason Dixon, a sophomore

history major and regular attendee of the anime club, said the
people he meets are his favorite
part of being a member. Dixon
also said he enjoys playing video
games from Japan and listening
to Japanese music, as well as other parts of Japanese culture.
“I’ve always enjoyed animation, I grew up watching cartoons,” Dixon said. “It wasn’t until I joined the military and was
deployed in Japan that I actually
got introduced to anime.”
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Stop By The Wildcat Shop to get your discount!

Hidden Treasures
FLE A M ARKET MALL

Open From

11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Our Address

405 N. Main St.
www.cwu.edu/wildcatshop
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation DS@cwu.edu.
Sponsored by the Wildcat Shop.

Phone Number

(509) 925-2102
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every week
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Morning Rotary helps end hunger

Munch Madness event works with food bank to feed the hungry
BY MIKAILA WILKERSON

Staff Reporter

Munch Madness, a competitive food drive contributing towards the FISH food bank, was
started by Morning Rotary. Although Central has not been involved with Munch Madness up
until this year, it had been a goal
of Morning Rotary to get the
university involved.
“It’s another way for Central
to get their name out there,”
Janhvi Rana, Central’s Rotaract
president, said.
According to Rana, brackets
will be set up for the food drive
based on “March Madness.”
There will be 16 teams that will
be composed of clubs or groups
of people aﬃliated with the
school. A few of those groups include ROTC Army and the campus clinic.
These groups will be scored
based oﬀ of the amount in
pounds that they bring in and
teams will be disqualiﬁed. But
if a team gets disqualiﬁed, it can
still ﬁnd another team to join.
“Originally, we were going to
keep it going until ﬁnals week,”
Rana said. “But now we’re going

DAKOTA JOHNSON/OBSERVER

FOOD PLUS The food bank needs food and hygiene products.

to prolong it up until the ﬁrst Friday of April.”
Rana said that in the beginning phase of this year’s food
drive, the plan was to collect
from the community. But after
the ﬁre happened and destroyed

the building where FISH was located, the rotary didn’t want to
burden the town and decided to
aim at Central.
People bringing food will be
able to drop it oﬀ at the SURC
pit and then it will be transported

Pregnant ?

Free pregnancy tests.
You have options.

Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County

509-925-2273

PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

to the food to the food bank to
get weighed in.
The next time people come
to drop oﬀ food, they will be told
how much their food weighed
in during the ﬁrst donation and
where they stand in the competition.
Roger McCune, the director
of FISH, said that the food that
was brought in last year through
Munch Madness was enough to
last them through the summer.
“I’m just thrilled with what
they’ve done,” McCune said.
McCune, who has been the
director of FISH since 2006,
was the ﬁrst employee at FISH.
All the workers there before him
were volunteers and now there
are ﬁve employees in all. The
ﬁfth was added after the ﬁre occurred.
McCune said that FISH really
needs more canned fruit, cereals
and foods such as Hamburger
Helper and Tuna Helper. They
are also in need of produce such
as potatoes and carrots.
McCune said Central students can use FISH as well.
“We’re concerned that there’s
people who don’t know about us
such as students and anywhere

else. There could be people out
there, if they’re not aware of us,
that cut corners more than they
should with nutrition,” McCune
said.
“We’ve never had a university
participate before,” Thao Luu,
the Rotaract vice president, said.
Luu said that Morning Rotary found 16 local businesses that
have come together to donate to
FISH.
According to Luu, the rotary
was only trying to collect about
7,000 pounds of food last year,
and they ended up receiving approximately 14,000.
Luu said FISH’s goal is to
raise 1,000 pounds this year and
to receive more eﬀort from both
the community and the school to
get more people aware of FISH.
“They still need support even
after the ﬁre,” Luu said.
The rotary is hoping to get
Central students to not only donate food, but to help in the labor
of building the new location for
FISH and to help with the cleanup services.
McCune said that FISH will
be relocated to its original location once construction is completed.
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Playoff Bound

JOHN WHITTELESY/OBSERVER

CHARITY STRIPE Central forward Joseph Stroud toes the free throw line in a contest against University of Alaska-Anchorage. Stroud is seventh in the nation in blocked shots.
Staff Reporter

“

“

cused regardless of who we play.” tournament, as he sees it as opThe Wildcats found them- portunity for his team.
selves in a unique situation in the
“Mentally, the guys need to
ﬁnal two games of the season as be tough and not use anything as
they ﬁnished on the road, in the an excuse,” Johnson said. “Once
host city for the GNAC tourna- they get over the excuses they can
ment.
be any type of player they want
If things go right for Central, to be, and we can be any type of
the team could ﬁnd itself on the team we want to be if we get oﬀ
road for 11 days and in Montana that.”
for seven days.
Central’s depth assistant
“We will be tired,” Stroud coach Drew Harris feels that the
said, “But I know once everyone team is the best built to overcome
sees how close we are to our goal the extra game to win the tourthat it won’t matter and we will nament.
all play harder than ever, because
“It’s deﬁnitely tough having
that’s what we have to do for three games instead of two,”
each other.”
Harris said.
H e a d
“But I think
Coach Greg
we have the
We will be tired, but I best chance
Sparling is
not worried
know once everyone sees of anyone
about
the
how close we are to our to win three,
length
of
of
goal that it won’t matter... because
the road trip
our depth.
either, as he
We have ten
-Josesph Stroud
told 88.1 The
guys who can
Central Forward
‘Burg.
play signiﬁ“We are
cant time if
gonna try to
needed.”
get in the gym as much as we can
Central’s ﬁrst round oppoand just try to get as many shots nent, Northwest Nazarene, presup as we can,” Sparling said. ents a challenge as Central has
“With that long of a trip you yet to defeat them this season.
need to keep them focused and
In two meetings this season,
their minds right, because there Northwest Nazarene senior foris something to be said for sitting ward Kevin Rima had doublein a hotel room and laziness set- doubles.
ting in.”
Northwest Nazarene tallied
Assistant coach Jared Johnson 50 free throws in the two contests
is not worried about Central hav- this season, and out-rebounded
ing to play an extra game in the Central 85-54 in both games.

“

“

ing, my team’s not going.”
Central then traveled to Montana, the site of the GNAC tourCentral’s men’s basketball nament, to face the GNAC’s last
team traveled to Royal Brougham place team in a Saturday night
Pavilion in Seattle to face Se- regular season ﬁnale. The game
attle Paciﬁc University (SPU) last against MSU-B turned out to be
Thursday
a real test for
night, with
Central.
an opportuMSU-B
nity to lock
We have to win. It’s senior guard
up the secnow win or go home and Antoine Hoond seed and
we all understand that this sley torched
a ﬁrst round
for
is the only way into the Central
bye in the
50 points, a
Tournament so our mind- season high
GNAC tourset is forcused regardless for anyone
nament.
Central
in the conferof who we play.
came
out
ence.
-Joey Roppo
cold against
Central,
Central Point Guard
SPU, shootled by Wiling 20 perliam’s career
cent
from
high of 33
the ﬁeld and only managing 16 points and senior forward Joseph
points in the ﬁrst half.
Stroud’s season high 24 points,
Central never found its of- squeaked out a 104-99 overtime
fenisve rhythym as the team shot victory.
42 percent for the game, falling
The win solidiﬁed Central
to SPU 69-47.
(17-8, GNAC 12-6) as the third
Central senior guard Dom seed in the GNAC tournament
Williams never felt comfort- and identiﬁed their ﬁrst round
able shooting against the SPU opponent as the sixth seed NNU
defense, but knows that moving Crusaders (13-15, GNAC 11-7).
forward he needs to get his shot
Central sophomore guard
ﬁgured out to help his team.
Joey Roppo knows the mindset
“I didn’t feel like I got any he and his teammates must have
good positions,” Williams said. going into the tournament.
“I just felt like every shot was
“We have to win,” Roppo
rushed. I need to adjust and ﬁnd said. “It’s now win or go home,
a way to get better looks for my- and we all understand that this
self and ﬁnd ways to get my team is the only way into the National
going, because when I’m not go- Tournament so our mindset is foBY JEFFREY MACMILLAN

GNAC Tournament
Round 1:
Central Washington
VS
Seattle Pacific
@
Billings, Mont.
5:15 p.m.
Central freshman center Drake
Rademacher understands that
being young puts a target on him
in the tournament, but he knows
that it is not a reason to shy away
from the challenge.
“For me, I need to make sure
I’m using my quickness especially against the physical guys,”
Rademacher said. “When they
get the ball in the post, I have to
muscle them the best I can and
hope for the best.”
In the end, Central has two
wins and Johnson knows that this
team can play with everyone in
the conference.
“The only two teams we
haven’t beat this season were
Northwest Nazarene and Western Oregon,” Johnson said. “And
in those games we played both
those teams really close, so I like
our chances this time around.”
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AWESTRUCK The lady Wildcats bench looks on. The Central women clinched a berth in the GNAC tournament, they meet the Western Washington Vikings in the first round.

Women’s basketball in tourney
The second matchup was a
nail-biter, as the Vikings won on
a last second shot oﬀ a missed
The Central Wildcats wom- free throw 62-61.
en’s basketball team is getting
Senior forward, Courtney
ready for an exciting ﬁrst round Johnson, is looking forward to
playoﬀ matchup with in-state ri- the opportunity to knock oﬀ their
val Western Washington Univer- in-state rival.
sity Vikings
“Western
(WWU).
is our big riThe Wildit would
Western is our big ri- val,
cats
were
be
val, it would be awesome some to aweassisted by
beat
to beat them.
Montana
them,” JohnState Billings
son said.
and Alaska
SophoFa i r b a n k s
more guard,
-Courtney Johnson
losing their
Taylor PeaSenior guard
games.
cocke, had a
T h o s e
great game
losses helped
in the ﬁrst
the Wildcats clinched a playoﬀ match up, putting up 20 points.
berth after losing to Saint Mar- Peacocke is averaging 13.7 points
tin’s University 49-46 last Satur- per game this year.
day. Central will be the sixth and
To go along with Peacocke the
ﬁnal seed.
Vikings look to their senior guard
The playoﬀ experience is a Katie Colard. Colard put up 16
new one for the Wildcats (12-14 points in her ﬁrst game versus the
overall, 7-11 GNAC).
Wildcats and 14 in the second.
The last time they were in
Colard is averaging an imthe playoﬀs was 2003. First year pressive 11.4 points per game.
head coach, Jeﬀ Harada has
Johnson knows how impormade strides in his inagural year tant her production is as well as
with this program.
her leadership.
The Wildcats will face the Vi“I have a lot of leadership
kings in the ﬁrst round. The two skills playing these past three
teams have met twice this season years,” Johnson said. “I just
and the Vikings have won both wanted to lead by example, make
contests.
this the best year and really try
The ﬁrst matchup the Vikings and change this program.”
were able to come away with a
The Wildcats will be hoping
76-68 victory in Ellensburg.
to get some steady production
BY MAXWELL MONSON

Staff Reporter

“

“

out of their top players as the
tournament kicks oﬀ.
Johnson is averaging 13.7
points per game to go along with
5.5 rebounds per game. Johnson’s senior leadership will be
needed in the playoﬀs to keep the
team going.
Senior center, Jasmine Parker,
can put up points when the team
needs them or grab a tough rebound in traﬃc.
She is averaging 10.3 points
per game and 7.7 rebounds per
game.
Harada is very pleased with
the play and mentality of Parker.
“She [Parker] is being aggressive, I have talked to her about
staying aggressive,” Harada said.
“She has that big play ability,
she has the ability to take over
games. She has been wanting
the ball lately and we have been
giving it to her and she is doing
good things with it.”
To round out the three goto players for the Wildcats, they
also have their freshman point
guard Jasmin Edwards.
Edwards was named GNAC
Freshman of the Year for her efforts.
Edwards has had a great start
to her career and has a chance to
make an impact in the playoﬀs as
a freshman. This season Edwards
is averaging 12.2 points per game
and 4.7 assists per game.
The GNAC tournament tips
oﬀ at 5:15 p.m., March 4 and
concludes March 7.

GNAC points per game
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Wildcats split
with Yellowjackets
Central loses first game but
rebounds in double header
That just sparked everybody,
even the dugout was involved,”
Pernell said.
Central got into a groove after the second, adding two more
runs in the third, with one of
the runs coming oﬀ of a
home run bomb from
second
baseman
Jeﬀ Beckman.
With the score
5-0
Wildcats,
right ﬁelder Darren
Honeysett
stepped up to the
plate with two on
and sent another ball
deep to make it 8-0.
The Yellowjackets

BY KYLER ROBERTS

Staff Reporter

Central’s baseball team split
its double header against Montana State University (MSU-B)
on Feb. 28
In the ﬁrst game MSU-B got
oﬀ to a quick 1-0 lead with center ﬁelder Luke Reinschmidt
scoring a run on a sacriﬁce ﬂy
in the ﬁrst inning.
It started to look like that one
run lead would be enough for
MSB to pull out a win against
the Wildcats.
It was a defensive battle early
in the game, as both pitchers
were throwing solid games. In
the top of the sixth inning, MSB
catcher Trevor Nix doubled to
left ﬁeld, bringing third baseman
Colter Sternhagen home for a
2-0 lead.
After pitching the ﬁrst 5 1/3
innings with two runs allowed,
Central pitcher Zach Johnson
was replaced by Travis Cook to
try to slow down the Yellowjackets’ oﬀense.
MSU-B
scored
another
run on a ﬂy out with the bases
loaded, but Central was able to
escape any more damage with a
nice double play to end the top
of the sixth.
MSU-B held oﬀ Central’s attempts to get back in the game
while adding several more security runs in the seventh, eighth,
and ninth to win the ﬁrst part of
the double header 14-6.
Central Head Coach Desi
Storey said that a lack of aggressiveness was the biggest problem
in the ﬁrst game.
“We had some guys that got
on in game one, and they weren’t
as aggressive on fastballs as we
should’ve been… So we let some
opportunities slip away oﬀensively,” Storey said.
The second game started oﬀ
similarly to the ﬁrst one, but with
the Wildcats getting out to an
early lead.
Center ﬁelder Austin Pernell
drove in two runs in the second
with a single into right ﬁeld, followed by an RBI single
by left ﬁelder Cory
Welch that made it 3-0
Wildcats.
Pernell knew how important it was to score runs early
and often.
“It was big because in
the ﬁrst game we started
oﬀ a little slow, and in
the second game we just
came out hot as a team.

were able to rattle oﬀ four runs
in the top of the ﬁfth inning, but
the Wildcats oﬀensive onslaught
couldn’t be stopped.
Central catcher Zach Reay
launched another two-run homer in the bottom of the ﬁfth to
bring the score to 10-4.
Soon after, Honeysett hit his
second home run of the game,
bringing Welch home with him
and the score to 12-4.
Honeysett felt good about
having the hot bat, but acknowledged the team’s batting as a
whole.
“Everybody had a hot bat,
I just had two swings that went
a little farther than everybody
else’s,” Honeysett said.
The Wildcats added a run in
the bottom of the sixth to make
the score 13-4, which would be
the ﬁnal, allowing them to earn
a split in the double-header with
MSU-B.

Darren Honeysett

Position: Outfiled
Season Averages
Batting Average: .387
Slugging percentage: .871
On base percentage: .500
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Why I’m
not going
to fill out
a bracket
this year
BY SPENCER HANSEN

Assistant Sports Editor

March Madness is right
around the corner, the sports
fan’s dream, right? With that
said, I love everything that
the NCAA basketball tournament celebrates: the underdog, the team concept and
young men’s dreams coming
to fruition.
I will refrain from ﬁlling
out the NCAA Tournament
bracket this March.
Every year I bog myself
down with research, constantly watching games and teams
to try and predict their longevity in a tournament that is
nearly unpredictable.
In theory, it’s a good idea,
but never helps, that’s part of
the fun of the NCAA tournament, the upsets and magical
comebacks.
Some would argue the
brackets heighten the ‘madness,’ but I’d argue those
people who live for ﬁlling out
several brackets would enjoy
the games and the tournament much more if they simply watched the games.
Through the years I have
participated in online bracket
challenges amongst friends,
colleagues and teammates,
which is always a good time.
I go wrong when I ﬁll out
multiple brackets and I start
to root for two diﬀerent teams
in the same game.
It’s frustrating trying to
remember whom you picked
and whom your friends picked
and doing points tracking after each Cinderella falls.
Filling out a bracket used
to be fun. It was a blast in
high school when teachers
would ﬂip on the TV and let
the class watch the games.
My favorite part of the
tournament is that ﬁrst weekend with game after game all
day and overlapping tip-oﬀs.
I’ve soured on ﬁlling out
brackets because I’ve lost interest in college basketball
because of the decline of the
Washington Huskies .
Watching the games in
high school was a great time
it brought my friends and me
closer.
Watching the tournament
with friends when Huskies
guard Isaiah Thomas hit that
immortal shot versus Arizona.
Gus Johnson’s call has always stuck with me, “COLD
BLOODED!”
This year I’ll sit on my
couch and enjoy the beauty
of the tournament.
I won’t worry that Gonzaga can’t ever win a big game
in March because I picked
them to go to the ‘Elite 8’, I’ll
simply be pleased by the fact
they lost.
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CWU looks to top Missionaries
Lacrosse team is eager to get back in to the win column

BY ALEXA OLAGUE

Staff Reporter

On Saturday March 7, the
Central lacrosse club looks to defeat their conference rivals, the
Whitman College Missionaries
in Ellensburg at 1 p.m.
Senior political science major
and team captain Pat Fitzgerald
is conﬁdent in the team’s ability
to defeat the opposition
“We have been edged by them
the past two years,” Fitzgerald
said. “Last year’s close loss is
more than motivating for us to
get ahead of them and never
look back.”
Fitzgerald adds conﬁdence in
the team reaching their season
goal of making the playoﬀs.
“This is one of the hardest working group of guys I’ve
played with,” Fitzgerald said.
“People show up and are ready
to sweat every practice.”
The Missionaries, have a
1-and-2 record so far in 2015.
Having only played one game
so far, which was a loss to the
Gonzaga University Bulldogs
back in Feb., the Wildcats are
ready to record a win.
Junior public health major,

Alex Johnson plays defense for
the Wildcats and is excited for
the rest of the season including
the upcoming California trip.
“California is a great atmosphere and is usually when most
of the team bonding occurs,”
Johnson said. “It’s more than a
club, it’s a brotherhood.”
On this trip, the Wildcats will
tour Southern California and
play the University of the Paciﬁc
Tigers, the San Jose State University Spartans, the University
of California at Santa Cruz Banana Slugs, and the University of
Nevada at Reno Wolf Pack.
The Wildcats welcome seven
freshmen to their roster of 19
and return only two seniors.
As members of the Men’s
Collegiate Lacrosse Association
(MCLA), the young Wildcats
compete in the Paciﬁc Northwest Collegiate Lacrosse League
(PNCLL) against schools from all
divisions.
Founded in 2003, the Central
lacrosse club invites all male students to come out and play. Players are not required to have any
experience and are encouraged
to come check out a practice if
interested.

PUT YOUR GRAPHIC
Go to the Student Job board to apply,
email gaskillk@cwu.edu for more informaiton

SKILLS

Jacob Haskins

Major: ITAM
Goals:12
Assists: 7
Total points: 19

Central Washington
vs
Whitman College
1 p.m. March 7
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RE-LAX Central Lacrosse home games are played at Alder Field.

seois
student evaluations of instruction present
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TODAY!

graph·ic de·sign

Noun:
The art or skill of combining
text and pictures in
advertisements,magazines,or books.
WATCH THE
MOVIE TRAILER
NOW!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES
OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Come join the TRiO Upward Bound team working with high school students during the
residential summer academy at Big Bend Community College, Moses Lake, WA from

June 21-August 8, 2015.
(Must be available for the entire term of the summer program.)
Available positions are;
(1) Residence Hall Director for $3,960 (4 years of college with supervisory &
leadership experience desired), (1) Residence Hall Activity Coordinator for $3,520
(requires 3 years of college) and (6) Resident Advisors for $3,010 (requires 2
years of college after high school). Room & Board and insurance provided.

Minority/female/disabled/veteran EEO employer & educator.
Call: (509)793.2008 or e-mail: hroffice@bigbend.edu ; Web: www.bigbend.edu.
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SPONSORED BY INSTITUTIONAL ASSESSMENT

AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
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GNAC basketball tournaments
Women’s Bracket

Men’s Bracket

#1 Alaska Anchorage *

#1 Western Oregon *

#3 Western Washington

#3 Central Washington

#6 Central Washington

#6 Northwest Nazarene

#4 Simon Frasier

#4 Alaska Anchorage

#5 Saint Martins

#5 Western Washington

#2 Seattle Paciﬁc

#2 Seattle Paciﬁc

* 1st seed plays the lowest seed available

* 1st seed plays the lowest seed available

Plus: SWIMMING POOL! VOLLEYBALL! BASKETBALL!
Air conditioning and Baseboard heating NOW ACCEPTING
CALL 509-925-7275
Kitchen: Refrigerator, Oven, and Range Applications for Fall
Ample Storage areas and Parking
and visit
1
and
2
Bedroom
On-site Laundry Facility
collegeparkapts.com
Water, Sewer and Garbage included Units Available

